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The  Danville  Police  Department  Operations 
Division  is  the  largest  section  of  the  police 
department. It is also the one that most citizens 
come  in  contact  through  our  various  law 
enforcement activities. In 2009 this Division was 
responsible  for most all of  the 88,972  calls  for 
service  responded  to  by  the  Danville  Police 
Department.  The  units  of  the  division  include 
the  Patrol  Unit,  Community  Police  Unit,  and 
Investigations Unit.  This  division  is  the  face  of 
the police department  to most of  the  citizens. 
Most of the 9,713 traffic summonses and 3,811 
criminal  warrants  issued  were  served  by 
Operations officers. These officers also took the 
majority  of  the  8,692  reports written  in  2009. 
As  these  numbers  indicate  police  officers  are 
very  busy  people  indeed.  This  does  not mean 
that  the  Danville  Police  Department  has  gone 
along  with  the  ideal  of  “fast  food  law 
enforcement”.  The  police  officers  employed 
here  are  interested  in  doing  the  best  job 
possible  for  the  citizens  of  Danville,  and 
committed  to making  the  city  a  safe  place  to 
live. 
 
One such instance is demonstrated in the event 
detailed below; 

 At Approximately  9:06AM  dispatch  received  a 
call  that  there was  a propane  gas  leak  from  a 
500‐gallon  tank  at  329  Westover  Drive 
Riverside  Equipment.    City  of  Danville  Fire 
Department was dispatched  to  the scene.   The 
gas  tank  was  located  outside  and  behind  the 
business.  At  09:17  The  City  of  Danville  Fire 
Department  requested  the assistance  from  the 
Danville  Police  Department  to  evacuate  a 
circumference area from the gas tank of ¼ of a 

mile.  A  secondary  Incident  command  was 
established  by  the Danville  Police Department 
for  evacuation  efforts  and  coordination. 
Residential  homes  on  Riverview Dr.  as well  as 
Westover Dr. within a ¼ mile  radius had  to be 
evacuated;  the  Pleasant  View  Apartment 
Complex  had  to  be  evacuated.  The  following 
businesses had  to be evacuated The Westover 
Dr.  United  Postal  Service  Building  –  Danville 
Collision  –  El  Vallarta  Mexican  Restaurant  – 
International House of Pancakes. The Command 
Post was located at the west end of Sam’s Club 
Parking  Lot,  all  evacuated  addressed  were 
documented  and  logged  in  at  the  command 
post.  An  evacuation  control  and  staging  area 
was established in the parking lot of K‐Mart. 

 Individuals  that  had  to  be  relocated  would 
receive  updates  and  information  on  when  it 
would be  safe  to  return home. The evacuation 
area of ¼ mile  and  the effort  it would  take  to 
relocate  individuals  within  the  affected  area 
was  a major  incident  that was  conducted  and 
completed  within  the  time  frame  of  9:17AM 
Danville Police on  the  scene & 10:55AM when 
the  incident was  contained  and  it was  cleared 
to allow homeowners and business persons  to 
return  to  their  respective  homes  and 
businesses.                                          This was  a  truly 
monumental  task  to  have  completed  in  less 
than  two  hours,  events  such  as  this  are  not 
typical  in  Danville  however  it  is  a  typical 
example  of  the  outstanding  work  carried  out 
every day by the Danville Police Department.  

 

 

POLICE OPERATIONS



The  Danville  Police  Department  Services 
Division continued to support the public service 
goals  of  the  department  by  improving  the 
efficiency  of  how  police  officers  conduct  law 
enforcement activities. 

      In  2009,  twenty‐two  marked  police  units 
were  equipped  with  Sierra  Airlink  cellular 
modems.  These  modems  are  a  key  piece  of 
equipment vital to many different applications. 
The modems allow a constant connection to the 
department’s  computer  databases.  This  has 
increased  the  field  capabilities  of  the  police 
officer  exponentially.      Officers  now  have  the 
ability  to  fully  utilize  programs  in  their 
computers  to  their  full potential. Programs  like 
Linx,  a  database  used  to  store  multi‐
jurisdictional  criminal  justice  information,  and 
the  Virginia  Criminal  Information  Network  are 
instantly available to officers in their vehicles no 
matter where  they are. These databases allow 
officers  to  run  vehicle,  driver,  and  suspect 
information, including mugshots, at anytime.   

The officers  also  remain  in  continuous  contact 
with each other and with dispatch  through  the 
Mobile Data  Browser  program  installed  in  the 
police vehicle computer. Officers can review all 
of the outstanding calls in the system. They can 
receive calls  from Dispatch, acknowledge  them 
by marking  themselves  in‐route,  and  clear  up 
from the call without touching the police radio. 
This  has  eliminated  a  large  amount  of  radio 
traffic and the  information sent  is more secure 
due  to  the  fact  scanners  cannot  decode  it. 
Information  stored  in  the  Computer  Aided 
Dispatch can now be directly updated by police 
officers,  ensuring  more  accuracy  in  that 
database.   Mobile Data Browser allows officers 
to send text style messages car‐to‐car and back 
to  dispatch  or  the  patrol  supervisor.  Patrol 

supervisors  can  update  the  roll  call  page with 
bulletin information and alert information. 

Another data sharing program called P2P (Police 
2  Police)  was  brought  on  line.  This  program 
allows  all  law  enforcement  agencies  using 
SunGard  HTE  as  a  vendor  for  their  records 
management  system  to  share  the  information 
contained  therein.  This  system  increases  the 
number of  agencies Danville officers  can mine 
information  from.  This  information  is  live  and 
admissible  in court,  in contrast to that found  in 
the  Linx  system which  is  24 hours behind  and 
not considered original information. 

There  are  several  other  programs  currently 
being  evaluated  for  use.  An  automatic  vehicle 
locater  (AVL)  program  is  currently  in  the  final 
stages of  implementation. Using AVL will allow 
officers, dispatch, and administration to be able 
to  locate all active police vehicles on a map  in 
real time.   This will be a useful tool to  increase 
officer  safety. Dispatch will be  able  to  look on 
the map and  send  the nearest available police 
car  to  a  call,  decreasing  police  response  time. 
AVL  can  be  configured  to  record  police  patrol 
patterns for later comparison to crime patterns. 

Yet another  solution being explored  is  the use 
of  an  e‐ticket  system.  This  system  will  allow 
officers  to  swipe  a  driver’s  license  through  a 
reader,  enter  offense  information,  and  allow 
the driver to sign a screen. A ticket would print 
out like a retail receipt and be presented to the 
offender.  The  information  would  then  be 
transmitted  back  to  the  police  and  court 
computer servers automatically. This would also 
increase  officer  safety  because  the  officer 
would  be  able  to  limit  the  time  he  or  she  is 
distracted doing paperwork. 

POLICE SERVICES



 

 

 

 

Corporal Henry S. Richardson was promoted to the rank of Sergeant 

 

Officer Misty C. Pace was promoted to the rank of Corporal 

 

Officer David E. Whitley was promoted to the rank of Corporal 

2009 Promotions



 

 
 

(Left to right) Officer Silas M. Crews, Detective Ferguson, Sergeant H. Steve Richardson 
Detective, Kelly Shackett, and Detective J. Lee Perkins 

 
Because of a significant increase in the number of larcenies and burglaries in the city during the 
latter part of 2008 and the first part of 2009, a departmental task force was formed to solve these 
crimes. The work that you and your four fellow officers did was exceptional. As a team, you 
made 375 charges against numerous individuals, broke up two larceny and burglary rings and 
disabled a Bloods gang. 
 
 

 
Corporal R.B. McCormick 

(Pictured to the right) 

On 09-30-09  Danville  Police Corporal Ronald "Mac" McCormick Jr. received an award from 
the Smith Mountain Lake Regional Chapter of M.A.D.D. for outstanding enforcement of drunk 
driving laws.  The award recognized Corporal McCormick for making 19 DUI arrests in 2008. 
He has made almost 250 DUI arrests in his fifteen year law enforcement career. Corporal 
McCormick frequently leads the Danville Police Department in DUI arrests 

Awards and Commendations 



 

Officer Marlowe 

(Pictured on the left) 

 

Officer R. D. Marlowe received the 2009AARP Young Officer of the Year Award, partly 
because of his performance in the break in at the Brush Arbor Baptist Church. Marlowe has 
distinguished himself as a leader in the Department with the number of his criminal and traffic 
arrests. 

 

 
 

 
Officer K. G. Dalton received the 2009 Officer of the Year Award from the Fraternal Order of 
Police.  It was noted in her nomination letter that Officer Dalton has a genuine concern for the 
citizens that she serves and that she is a top producer for making drug arrest and drug/money 
seizures. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Officer Berry H. Sossoman, Jr. was awarded the American Legion, Dan River Post 1097 award 
of Police Officer of the Year for 2009. Officer Sossoman began his employment with the Police 
Department in May of 2008 and started his career with a bang. On just his third day on duty, 
Officer Sossoman and his training officer witnessed a shooting take place just a few feet from 
them. When the suspect ran away still clutching the pistol, they did not hesitate to give chase. 
Officer Sossoman exhibited great courage and restraint and was able, with his training officer, to 
take the subject into custody without injury and without firing their weapons. Since that time, 
Officer Sossoman has distinguished himself as a leader in the Department with the number of his 
criminal and traffic arrests. Although his productivity is excellent, the most impressive trait 
about Officer Sossoman is his attitude. He works hard but he is not hesitant to ask questions or 
take constructive criticism. He learns from his mistakes and does not make the same mistake 
twice. Officer Sossoman has earned the considerable respect of his peers and supervisors in less 
than two years on the job. His strong work ethic and positive attitude serves as an excellent 
example to new and veteran officers alike. . Sossoman has distinguished himself as a leader in 
the Department with the number of his criminal and traffic arrests. 
 
 

 



Steven Cannaday Police Officer

Christopher Clark Police Officer

William Cross Police Officer

Brandon Curry Police Officer

William English Police Officer

Michael Gourley Police Officer

Brenton Hatfield Police Officer

Samuel Keatts Police Officer

Andrew Kenyi Police Officer

Derrick Lancaster Police Officer

Robert Landrum Police Officer

Jonquil Rivera Police Officer

Evan Wilson Police Officer

Annette Shelton Animal Control Officer

Edward Yeatts Animal Control Officer

Mary Britton School Crossing Guard

Sharon Waddey School Crossing Guard

Erika Stokes Police Records Clerk

NEW HIRES 2009

GRANTS FOR 2009

2009 Grants – Total $255,281.00

DMV Selective 
Enforcement

$21,631 State of Virginia
DMV

Overtime Pay

DMV RCT Grant $22,000 State of Virginia
DMV

Crash Team

Bullet Proof Vest 
Reimbursement Grant

$ 8,250 Federal Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership Program

Reimburse one half of the cost of bulletproof vest purchases

JAG Local Assistance $163,618 U.S.Dept. of Justice Court Building Security System,  Technology Upgrades for PD

JAG Local Assistance $39,782 U.S.Dept. of Justice Offset technology costs



 

 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                         

On 12-25-09 at 8:35 PM, Danville Police responded to a reported shooting at 402 North 

Ridge Street.  It was reported to police that a man had been shot at this residence.  

Officers arrived at approximately 8:36 PM to find the victim of the shooting laying on 

the floor suffering from a gunshot wound to the neck. The 75-year-old male victim, 

Robert Lee Terry of 402 North Ridge Street in Danville, died at the scene as a result of 

his injury. The shooting suspect, Jeffrey Kent Graves, 47 years old, of Danville was 

arrested at the scene. Graves was charged with first degree murder, and was held in the 

Danville City Jail without bond.  

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                                  

On 12/15/09 at 10:59 pm, the Danville Police Department received a call in reference to 

someone being shot in the 500 block of Bradley Rd.  Upon arriving at the scene, officers 

found the victim with multiple gunshot wounds. The female victim, who lives in 

Danville, reported that her husband had shot her.  The victim was transported to 

D.R.M.C. with life threatening injuries. Suspect vehicle information was obtained and 

given out to surrounding jurisdictions.  At 1:18 AM, 12/16/09, Caswell County Sheriff’s 

Office called and reported that they had apprehended the suspect on Hwy 86 

approximately four miles south of Yanceyville, NC.  Warrants were obtained for Homer 

Wilkerson of Danville for Aggravated Malicious Wounding, and use of a firearm in the 

commission of a felony.  Wilkerson was held in Caswell County without bond awaiting 

extradition back to Virginia.  

TRAFFIC FATALITY                                                                                                                                 

On 12-15-09 at approximately 6:20 am, the Danville Police Department and rescue 

personnel responded to 625 Westover Drive in reference to a car crash.  Ann Gray 

Towler, age 61, of Danville was attempting to cross Westover Drive in an electric 

wheelchair. Towler had crossed the East bound lane and was in the West bound lane, 

when the driver of a 1994 Honda Accord attempted to swerve around her.  Towler was 

struck by the front passenger side of the vehicle.  Towler was transported to the 

Danville Regional Medical Center by the Danville Life Saving Crew but was 

pronounced dead at 7:16 am 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                  

On 12-11-09 at approximately 1:32 am, Arnold McKinley Epps was found unresponsive 

at 414 Van Buren St. suffering from several major wounds to the head. The skull 

fractures he suffered sent him into a coma from which he never recovered. He was 

TOP NEWS STORIES FOR 2009 



transferred to Capitol Hill Hospital in Washington DC. Mr. Epps died on 4-23-10 while 

in their care. 

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                                 

On 12-2-09 at approximately 2:00 PM, a male subject called the Danville Police 

Department and indicated he had a firearm and might harm himself. While an officer 

kept him on the line trying to keep him talking, other officers were dispatched to the 

address on Lanier Avenue.  Shortly thereafter, an apparent gunshot was heard by the 

officer talking to the subject on the telephone. The responding officers forced entry into 

the residence and found a 54-year-old male suffering from a gunshot wound to the 

head. Rescue units transported the male to the Danville Regional Medical Center where 

he was listed in critical condition at the time of the incident. 

MURDER INDICTMENT                                                                                                                            

On 11-17-09, Indictments for murder and use of a firearm in the commission of a felony 

were served on 29-year-old Danville Resident Curtis Wayne King. King was indicted 

for his part in the murder of Garland Thomas Glass Jr. The homicide took place on 9-11-

03 at the Express Line convenience store, 1619 Richmond Avenue. King was serving out 

a sentence for other charges when the indictments were served on him. 

MALICIOUS WOUNDING ARREST 

On 11-22-09 a Danville resident reported that she was stabbed in the 200 block of Epps 

Street at approximately 10:15 P.M., by a male acquaintance.  She suffered from knife 

wounds to the throat and chest.  The victim was transported to the Danville Regional 

Medical Center for treatment of non-life threatening injuries. After the incident, 

Danville Police officers located the suspect, 36-year-old Dexter Elliott Logan, on Grace 

Street.  He was arrested without incident and charged with malicious wounding in 

violation of Virginia Code 18.2-51. 

 

JUVENILE WITH AN AIR RIFLE ASSAULT POLICE OFFICERS 

On 11-18-09 at approximately 9:12 AM, Danville Police responded to a disturbance call 

in the 500 block of Chatham Avenue. When the officers arrived, a 15-year-old juvenile 

male barricaded himself in an upstairs room and started shooting at them with an air 

rifle. One officer was struck in the leg as he was getting out of a police cruiser. Officers 

learned the juvenile had also shot his mother with the air rifle before they arrived. 

Officers employed a police shield and were able to make entry into the area were the 

juvenile was barricaded. During the entire time officers were making entry, the juvenile 

was pumping the air rifle to give it more power and shooting at them. The officers were 

able to pin the juvenile down with the shield and take him into custody without 

injuring him or sustaining more injuries themselves. A baseball bat was also found in 



near proximity to the juvenile. The officer who was struck in the leg by a pellet suffered 

only a minor injury and returned to duty. The juvenile was charged with felony assault 

for shooting at and striking the first officer and five counts of assault on a police officer 

for shooting at other officers on the scene.  He was taken to W.W. Moore Detention 

Facility.  Officers showed great restraint and professionalism while working together as 

a team in such a dangerous environment to take the juvenile into custody without 

injury. 

 

ROBBERY ARREST 

On 11-16-09, at approximately 2:02PM, Danville Police responded to a reported robbery 

at the Nature’s Essentials store at 107 Mall Drive. The clerk reported that a male subject 

came in to the store, produced a gun, and demanded money from the register. She said 

after the subject took an undisclosed amount of cash he then ran out of the store. The 

subject was last seen running towards a wooded area behind the AT&T Wireless retail 

store. A search was initiated by police units. A Danville man, Shauntra Poole age 20 

was eventually located in the Pleasant View Apartment Complex. Poole was taken in to 

custody. Poole was charged with armed robbery, and use of a firearm in commission of 

a felony for his role in the robbery. There were no reported injuries in this incident. 

 

HOMICIDE 

On 11-12-09 at 2:30AM, Danville Police responded to the 1300 block of Washington 

Street in reference to a shots fired call. Officers discovered a male subject in the 

roadway suffering from an apparent gunshot wound. Rescue units responded to the 

scene and transported the subject to the Danville Regional Medical Center where he 

died approximately one hour later. The subject was later identified as Danville resident 

James Willie Adams age 35. 

 

GUN REPORTED ON DANVILLE COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAMPUS 

On 11-11-09 at 8:47 AM, Danville Police responded to the Danville Community College 

campus in regards to three subjects running across the campus towards the walking 

bridge. One subject was reported to be carrying a gun. The campus was locked down by 

the school administration. Police units started a search of the campus. During the 

search, student’s vehicles were found to have been entered and a firearm was 

determined to be missing. As police units were investigating on campus, a report of 

shots fired was received from the Cardinal Village area. Police units moved quickly to 

that area and discovered someone had shot into a vehicle. Officers located three 

juveniles hiding in an apartment. Several items were recovered during a search of the 

apartment including the firearm that was missing from one of the vehicles. There were 

no reported injuries from this incident. 



HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                      

On 10-23-09 at 11:46 pm, Danville Police Officers responded to an assault call at 515 

Madison Street.  Upon the officers arrival they found a 14-year-old victim lying on the 

street suffering from a gunshot wound to the chest.  During the course of the 

investigation Danville Police discovered two other shooting victims from the same 

incident.  One of the victims was located at the Stonewall Recreation Center on Bradley 

Road. The other victim showed up at the Danville Regional Medical Center where he 

was treated for non-life threatening injuries. The victim from the Stonewall Recreation 

Center was also treated at the Danville Regional Medical Center for non-life threatening 

injuries. The 14-year-old later died while he was being treated. On 10-24-09 Quayshaun 

Malik Woods age 18 was charged with use of a firearm in commission of a felony in 

connection with the shooting incident related to the homicide. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL LOCK DOWN 

On 10-23-09 at 8:40 AM, Danville Police units responded to George Washington High 

School in reference to a student seen in possession of a gun by another student. In 

response to this sighting the administration of the school locked the school down. 

Officers were able to locate a B.B. pistol in a student’s backpack. The lockdown 

continued while Police Officers verified that the campus was secure. There were no 

injuries incurred during this incident. Later that day during the course of the police 

investigation at George Washington High School two male juveniles one 15yrs old and 

another 16yrs old were  charged with possession of a concealed weapon, and having a 

weapon on school grounds. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                            

On August 25, 2009 at approximately 2:41 AM, the Danville Police Department received 

a call in reference to shots fired in the 1200 block of Wayles Street.  Upon arriving at the 

scene, officers found a male and female victim suffering from what appeared to be 

gunshot wounds. Both victims were transported the Danville Regional Medical Center. 

The female was pronounced dead on arrival.  The male victim suffered from a non-life 

threatening injury to the hand and was later released from the hospital.  The female was 

identified as Ashley Dawn Wilson Echols age 26 of Danville. On 10-2-09 a grand jury 

handed down indictments in connection with this case. Robert Louis Winslow age 32 

of Danville was indicted for: first degree murder, malicious wounding and two counts 

of use of a firearm during the commission of a felony. That afternoon Danville Police 

arrested Robert Winslow on Garland Street without incident on all charges. He was 

taken to the Danville City Jail where he was held without bond. 

 



CAPITAL MURDER                                                                                                                   

On June 11, 2008 at approximately 8:48 PM, Danville Police were called to the 100 block 

of Cherokee Court for a reported shooting. Responding officers found a green 1997 

Infiniti in the parking lot with the motor running. Officers found Darry Julius Wimbush 

age 25 of Danville unresponsive in the driver’s seat of the vehicle. Further investigation 

revealed that Wimbush had suffered an apparent gunshot wound. He was pronounced 

dead at the scene. On 10-1-09, a grand jury convened and handed down indictments in 

connection with the case. Danville Police arrested Cordero Termont Edmonds age 21 of 

Pittsylvania County for indictments of capital murder of Darry Wimbush, robbery of 

Darry Wimbush, and use of a firearm during the commission of a felony.Edmonds was 

arrested in the Pittsylvania County Jail where he was incarcerated on unrelated charges. 

He was held without bond in Pittsylvania County Jail. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                      

On September 18, 2009 at approximately 11:27 PM, Danville Police received a call to 

respond to the apartment building at 427 Wooding Avenue for a burglary in progress. 

Upon arrival, responding officers found a man suffering from an apparent gunshot 

wound lying in a grassy area near the building. Rescue personnel transported him from 

the scene to the Danville Regional Medical Center.  A male resident of the apartment 

building reported that he was asleep in his apartment with his girlfriend and six month 

old child when he was awakened by the sound of breaking glass. He picked up his 

firearm, went into the livingroom area and saw an intruder. Both the resident and the 

intruder, Alex Richard Totherow reportedly ran from the apartment, at which time the 

resident fired a shot at Totherow. Totherow was pronounced dead at 12:15AM. On 9-30-

09, a grand jury convened and handed down indictments for Stuart Lee White Jr. age 28 

of Danville (resident of the apartment building) for second degree murder and use of a 

firearm during the commission of a felony in connection with the incident. White 

turned himself in this morning, was taken to the Danville City Jail, was released on a 

$25,000.00 bond. White was later acquitted by a jury of all charges 

HOME INVASION                                                                                                                                    

On 09-14-09 at approximately 10:30pm, Officers responded to the 200 block of Baugh St. 

in reference to a home invasion.  The victim reports that three black males wearing 

black clothing and masks, entered the home by prying open the rear door.  Once inside, 

one of the suspects produced a handgun and demanded money. The victim and her 

eight year old child were bound with belts.  The suspects ransacked the house and stole 

a H&K .45 caliber semi-automatic pistol. After the suspects fled the scene, the victim 



was able to free herself and notify the police. No injuries were reported and no shots 

were fired. 

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                        

On 9-6-09 at approximately 3:00 A.M. Danville Police responded to the 200 block of 

West James Street in regards to a shots fired call.  Responding officers discovered a 

house had been shot into several times. The house was occupied by five Danville 

residents.  A juvenile female was transported to the Danville Regional Medical Center 

for a non-life threatening injury to her upper right arm; no one else suffered any 

injuries. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                        

At approximately 2:40 A. M. on July 11th, Danville Police responded to the 200 block of  

Ross St on an initial report of a shots fired call. Officers found a 30 year-old female and 

a 19 year-old male, both Danville residents suffering from gunshot wounds.  Fire and 

EMS also responded.  The victims were transported to the Danville Regional Medical 

Center for their injuries. The 30 year-old female, Latoya Hubbard, died as a result of her 

injuries.  The 19 year-old male was treated for his injuries and later released. On 9-2-09 

1:30PM, Danville Police arrested Tremon Antonio Wimbush age 19 of Danville for the 

July 11, 2009 shooting death of 30 year old Latoya Hubbard. He was indicted by a grand 

jury for first degree murder and use of a firearm in the commission of a felony (VA S.C. 

18.2-53.1) in connection with the incident. Wimbush was already incarcerated in the 

Danville City Jail for aggravated Malicious Wounding, use of a Firearm in the 

Commission of a Felony, and Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon.  

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                                       

On 8-31-09 at approximately 2:37 PM, Danville Police responded to the Libby Hill 

Restaurant on Riverside Drive in reference to someone being shot. Responding officers 

learned that a handgun accidentally discharged in the dining room. The single bullet 

struck the tile floor and broke apart. Three patrons from the restaurant were injured by 

fragments. All three of the people who were injured were taken to the Danville 

Regional Medical Center where they were treated for their non life threatening wounds. 

The person in possession of the handgun at the time of the accidental discharge was 

retired Danville Police Lieutenant, John William Martin Jr. age 73 of Blairs.  Mr. Martin 

was eating lunch with a group of acquaintances when the firearm, which was tucked in 

his waistband, discharged after he stood up. Mr. Martin sustained minor injuries to his 

leg.  Mr. Martin retired from the Danville Police Department over twenty years ago 

after thirty-two years of service. Mr. Martin passed away prior to the conclusion of the 

investigation due to natural causes. 



TECHNOLOGY HELPS NAB THIEF                                                                                                    

The Danville Police Department recently applied for a $419,000 grant from Homeland 

Security to connect the records systems of twenty law enforcement agencies in 

Southside Virginia.  The new system, called LINX for Law Enforcement Information 

Exchange, allows officers from each of the participating agencies to easily search the 

records of all the agencies via the internet.  Several Danville Officers, including Sgt. Paul 

Deel, trained on how to use the LINX search engine program on August 18th.  The next 

day an elderly woman reported that a man had taken her purse from her shopping cart 

in the parking lot of Sam’s. Store video of the suspect showed a white male 

approximately 20 to 30 years old with black hair operating a Ford Explorer. Sgt. Deel 

decided to see what LINX could produce and entered those four parameters into the 

LINX search program.  Within seconds he received 75 possible matches, two of which 

were from Danville.  When Sgt. Deel looked at the mug shot photo of one of the 

Danville matches, it closely resembled the man in the store video.  Further investigation 

confirmed the identity of the suspect as Daniel Ray Utterback and led to his arrest and 

recovery of the purse.  Utterback also was charged with a similar purse snatching from 

another elderly woman in the Wal Mart parking lot on August 17th. 

The search engine capability of the LINX system greatly enhances the ability of police 

officers to share information and solve crimes.  The LINX system connects with other 

similar systems around the state and nation, allowing officers to search far beyond 

Southside Virginia if necessary.  The LINX system will be available to officers in the 

field through the laptop computers mounted in the patrol vehicle. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                  

On 08-14-09 at approximately 11:15PM, the Danville Police Department received a call 

in reference to shots fired in the 200 block of First Street.  Upon arriving at the scene, 

officers found two gunshot victims in the street.  Both were transported to the Danville 

Regional Medical Center.  A short time later, Jermay Antonio Smith of Danville died 

from his wounds.  The other victim was treated for his injuries and later released. As a 

result of the investigation, Danville Police secured a first degree murder warrant for 

Lantron Nakia Womack age 32 of Sutherlin in connection with the shooting death of 

Jermay Smith. Womack was reportedly operating a white 4 door Buick. On 8-28-09 at 

approximately 11:30AM, Lantron Womack accompanied by his attorney turned himself 

in to the Lynchburg Police Department. He was taken to the Lynchburg City Jail and 

later transported back to Danville for court proceedings. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                               

On 8-25-09 at approximately 2:41 AM, the Danville Police Department received a call in 

reference to shots fired in the 1200 block of Wayles Street.  Upon arriving at the scene, 



officers found a male and female victim suffering from what appeared to be gun shot 

wounds. Both victims were transported the Danville Regional Medical Center where 

the female was pronounced dead on arrival.  The male victim suffered from a non-life 

threatening injury to the hand.  The female was later identified Ashley Dawn Wilson 

Echols age 26 of Danville. 

POLICE OFFICERS PUT OUT FIRE AT APARTMENT BUILDING                                                       

On 8-21-09 at approximately 12:10AM, two Danville Police Officers working extra duty 

at the Purdum Woods Apartment Complex were notified of a fire inside of an 

apartment in the "K" building. Officers Torres and Jackson quickly responded, and put 

out the fire with a fire extinguisher. The Danville Fire Department responded and 

secured the area. The building was evacuated due to the smoke from the fire. No 

injuries were reported. The investigation revealed that the cause of the fire was 

unattended cooking. 

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                                    

On 8-17-09 at approximately 5:45PM, Danville Police responded to an apartment in the 

800 block of Grove Street with reference to a man who had been shot. The resident 

reported that he was inside his apartment when he was shot in the face. The shot was 

fired from outside the building by an unknown suspect. Rescue personnel responed 

and transported the man to the hospital where he was treated for his non life 

threatening injuries. 

ROBBER APPREHENDED BY STOREOWNER                                                                      

On 8/11/09 at 8:14 PM Danville Police responded to the Joy Food Mart 2180 West Main 

Street in reference to a possible robbery in progress.  The call was received from a 

female outside the store that observed the incident.  When officers arrived, they found 

the owner of the store and the suspect wrestling outside on the sidewalk.  Officers 

apprehended Floyd R. Haizlip W/M age 27 of Danville.  Haizlip has been charged with 

armed robbery, use of a firearm in commission of felony, wearing a mask in the 

commission of a felony and assault and battery on the store clerk. Haizlip was held in 

the Danville City Jail under no bond.  

(See also the news conference release on July 22, 2009) 

 

 

 

 



NEWS CONFERENCE 

 

Chief Philip A. Broadfoot 

Danville Police Department 

July 22, 2009 

 

 

During the fall of 2008 and the first several months of 2009, larcenies and burglaries in 

the City of Danville increased significantly.  The increases were concentrated in the 

Druid Hills, Almagro and Beverstone neighborhoods, alongside Kemper Road, Piney 

Forest, Arnett Boulevard, Westover Drive and Riverside Drive, and in the parking lots 

surrounding the walking trail. The initial investigations revealed that these crimes were 

likely being committed by several different suspects or groups of suspects. 

 

In March of 2009, a departmental task force was formed to focus on solving these 

crimes.  The task force consisted of Sergeant H. S. Richardson, Detective D. C. Ferguson, 

and Officers S. M. Crews, K. L. Shackett, and J. L. Perkins.  Their instructions were 

simple - find out who was committing these crimes and arrest them.  The purpose of the 

news conference today is to recognize their outstanding work. 

     After the task force was established in March, a pattern of breaking into north 

Danville businesses in the Piney Forest Road, Arnett Boulevard, and Riverside Drive 

areas became apparent from the end of April through the beginning of June.  Corell 

DaMain Jeffries was developed as the suspect in these burglaries and was charged with 

11 burglaries or attempted burglaries.  The businesses victimized and the charges made 

against Jefferies are as follows: 

 

        Burglary and 3rd offense larceny at 339 Piney Forest Road, ERA Holley and Lewis 

Realty, which occurred on 04-22-09 

        Attempted burglary at 538 Piney Forest Road, Cochran Insurance, which occurred on 

04-24-09 

        Attempted burglary at 1322 Piney Forest Road, Burnett Insurance, which occurred on 

05-06-09 

        Burglary and 3rd offense larceny at 530 Arnett Boulevard, Monumental Life, on 05-06-

09 

        Burglary and grand larceny at 2020 Riverside Drive, Suite A, Nationwide Insurance, 

on 05-11-09 

        Burglary at 2020 Riverside Drive, Suite B, Team Nurse, on 05-11-09 

        Burglary and 3rd offense larceny at 171 Piney Forest Road, Farmers Insurance, on 05-

14-09 

        Attempted burglary at 163 Piney Forest Road, Custom Alteration, on 05-14-09 



        Burglary at 107 Northmont Boulevard, R J Baldwin Insurance, on 05-28-09 

        Attempted burglary at 2012 North Main Street, Security Insurance Company, on 05-

29-09 

        Attempted burglary at 2012 Riverside Drive, USA Check Cash, on 06-12-09 

        Possession of burglary tools from a police encounter on 06-12-09 

      

     The task force also charged 24 other individuals with crimes associated with 27 other 

burglaries or larcenies. The individuals charged and the victims are as follows: 

 

        In March 2009, Steven Gunn and a juvenile were charged with burglary of and grand 

larceny from a residence on Parkland Drive 

        On 03-31-2009, Jerry Lynwood Barbour was charged with burglary of the Nazarene 

Baptist Church on Franklin Street from a July 2008 incident 

        On 04-01-2009, Justin Lomar Craig was charged with burglary of and grand larceny 

from Northside Video at 1667 Piney Forest Road 

        On 04-04-2009, Harold Dennis Hall was charged with burglary of and grand larceny 

from a Carlson Avenue residence 

        On 04-16-2009, Damien Laquan Skipper, Latasha Nasha Bland, Helen Shanqual 

Younger, and a 17-year-old juvenile were arrested for the burglary of a Parker Road 

residence 

        On 04-22-2009, a juvenile suspect was charged with burglary of and grand larceny 

from a residence on Northmont Avenue and stealing the vehicle belonging to the 

residents 

        On 04-27-2009, Kent Saddler was arrested for the burglary of a Halifax Road 

residence 

        On 04-29-2009, Robert Marion Register and Robert Lee Wallace Jr. were charged with 

the burglary of and grand larceny from the North Main Citgo, 1210 North Main Street 

and the Fasmart store at 602 Arnett Boulevard in April of 2009 

        On 05-14-2009, Latroy Asaiah Edmonds was charged with burglary of and petit 

larceny from a south side residence 

        On 05-16-2009, Torry Jermale Venable was arrested for burglary, grand larceny, and 

three credit card related charges from a burglary of a Melville Avenue residence that 

occurred on March 8, 2009 

        On 05-18-2009, Ernest Mack Jones III was charged with burglary and aggravated 

sexual battery from an incident at Purdum Woods Apartments 

        On 05-20-2009, Anthony Ramain Malone was arrested for trespassing and damaging 

the upstairs area of the commercial building located at 312 Main Street.  The follow-up 

investigation led to Anthony Malone being charged with burglary of the Mecca Moon 

clothing store located on Main Street from an incident that occurred on 05-14-2009 



        On 05-31-2009, Nicholas Scott Hooker was arrested for burglary of and petit larceny 

from the Quick and Plenty store on Memorial Drive.  After follow-up investigation, 

Hooker was also charged with two counts of burglary and grand larceny from The 

Professional Pharmacy on Watson Street from 05-27-2009 and 05-29-2009 incidents.  

Hooker was also charged with burglary of and petit larceny from the Midtown Market 

on Chambers Street on 05-04-2009 

        On 06-09-2009, Keith Obryant Fitzgerald was charged for larceny of items from a 

vehicle at Stallings Collision on Riverside Drive 

        On 06-18-2009, Antonio Lawarren King was charged for burglary, grand larceny, and 

selling stolen property from a May 2009 burglary of the Pentecostal Holiness Church 

located at 501 Bradley Road 

        On 06-18-2009, Natasha Lynette Younger was charged for burglary, grand larceny, 

and filing a false police report from the 04-01-09 burglary at Northside Video 

        On 06-29-2009, Matthew Ryan Sutterlin, Seth Blackwell and a 17-year-old juvenile 

were charged for five separate burglaries of local churches.  Woodlawn Baptist Church 

on Westover Drive was the victimized once.  Fairview United Methodist Church on 

Westover Drive and Brush Arbor Baptist Church on Blair Loop Road were victimized 

twice. 

     The task force determined that two main groups were involved in a majority of the 

other reported burglaries.  The first group consisted of James Shawn Sarver, Jennifer 

Ann Rowland, and Gabriel Paul Cox.  The investigation revealed that James Sarver and 

Jennifer Rowland were the ringleaders and were responsible for numerous larceny 

offenses throughout Danville between December 2008 and their arrest on March 25, 

2009.  The majority of the larcenies took place in the parking lots that citizens used to 

access the walking trails in Dan Daniel and Ballou Parks and beside Riverside Drive 

and the Community Market.  Sarver and Rowland worked as a pair to steal from 

parked vehicles.  They then used the credit cards and identifications found in the stolen 

purses to make fraudulent purchases at area businesses.  The pair was also found to be 

responsible for other burglaries dating back to 2006.  James Sarver was charged with a 

total of 70 burglary, larceny, or credit card related offenses.  Jennifer Rowland was 

charged with a total of 56 similar offenses and Cox was charged with one larceny 

offense.  The investigation also led to additional charges against the pair in Pittsylvania, 

Halifax, and Charlotte Counties.  Search warrants obtained as a result of this 

investigation led to the arrest of three more individuals.  Richard Howard Whitstyne 

and Corey Washington were arrested and charged with possession of stolen property 

received from Sarver and Rowland.  Whitstyne was also charged with possession of 

cocaine with intent to distribute.  The third individual arrested was Ghulam Hassan, the 

proprietor of PAK’s Supermarket on Westover Drive.  A stolen air compressor, saw, 

and two nail guns were recovered from the supermarket and Hassan was charged with 



twenty counts of possession of untaxed cigarettes after an undercover operation there 

on April 9, 2009. 

         The second group was responsible for numerous residential burglaries along 

Westover Drive, Kemper Road and in the Druid Hills, Almagro, and Beverstone 

neighborhoods of Danville.  Interviews of several suspects led to the discovery of a local 

gang, called “The Runners”, who operated as a “Bloods” criminal street gang.  The 

Runners had been in existence since the summer of 2008 and were working in 

conjunction with “West Mo”, another Bloods criminal street gang. The Runners 

operated mainly from the Druid Hills neighborhood and WestMo operated from the 

Westmoreland neighborhood.   Nine juvenile members of The Runners have been 

arrested to date.  The nine juveniles associated with the gang have been charged with a 

total of 33 counts of burglary, 33 counts of grand larceny, 1 count of possession of a 

firearm as a convicted felon, 14 counts of criminal street gang participation, and 1 count 

of recruiting a juvenile into a criminal street gang.  The Runners and West Mo gangs 

also included adult members who either participated in the burglaries or were 

responsible for selling the stolen property.  The gang started their burglaries in their 

own neighborhoods and then branched out to other parts of the City.  The younger 

gang members would walk through a neighborhood and select homes where no one 

appeared to be home.  They would knock on the door and if someone answered, they 

would politely ask for someone by name, ask for a drink of water, or ask for directions.  

If they discovered that no one was at home, they would forcibly enter and steal money, 

firearms, TV’s and electronic items.  The stolen items either were carried away, hidden 

nearby for later retrieval, or immediately loaded into a waiting vehicle. The gang 

members sold the property on the street or fenced it to several individuals who in turn 

would take it to local pawn shops or second hand stores.  Some of the property stolen 

by these two criminal street gangs was recovered from the pawn shops and second 

hand stores and returned to the owners. 

     Eight adult members associated with the two gangs have been charged with a total 

of 44 offenses that included burglary, larceny, gang participation, firearms violations 

and malicious wounding. The eight adults are Tremon Wimbush, DeAnthony 

McMoore, Karlec Larico Metts, Reginald Robertson, Jerrod Allen Jamal Wimbush, 

James Lloyd Williams II, Tyler Jamar Turner and Lamberth Powell. The investigation 

into the Bloods gang activities and the crimes they are believed to be responsible for is 

ongoing.  More charges in relation to their activities are expected.  Many of the suspects 

charged in all of these crimes have already been prosecuted in court and convicted. 

       For background information, in 2003 the Danville Police Department announced 

that gang activity had been detected within the city and embarked on a program of 

educating parents, children, and school personnel about gangs. I am particularly 

impressed with the support that our local school system has provided since that 

announcement.  School administrators have taken a no tolerance stance against gang 



signs, clothing, activity, and graffiti.  I believe those actions contributed more than 

anything else to the suppression of gang activity in Danville during the last six years.  

During the past six years we have monitored a number of gangs as they have started 

up, grown, disbanded or fallen apart. All of the gangs have a neighborhood or 

geographic basis.  The gang begins as a collection of friends and acquaintances in a 

neighborhood and then establishes a name, signs, clothing, tattoos or entry criteria. 

While members of the gangs have constantly engaged in various individual criminal 

acts, we have been unable to prove until now that the gangs themselves engaged in 

concerted and overt criminal activity.  It is this collective criminal activity that makes 

participation in a gang illegal and allows law enforcement to take specific action against 

a gang. 

   Beginning in 2008 we noticed the first signs of significant criminal activity by  

neighborhood gangs.  These gangs were heavily involved in the distribution of drugs 

and the use of violence and firearms to accomplish these crimes.  We were able to arrest 

some members for various individual offenses but were unable to obtain the necessary 

evidence to make criminal street gang charges. It was not until the creation of this task 

force that we were able to gather the evidence and identify thirty members of The 

Runners gang and disable it significantly by making numerous arrests.  The leader of 

The Runners, who was also a member of WestMo, was identified by numerous gang 

members as 18 year old Tremon Wimbush.  Because many people were frightened of 

Wimbush and afraid to testify, we were initially unable to develop a criminal case 

against him.  Nevertheless, we continued to keep pressure on the gang.  On July 2nd 

Corporal Todd Hawkins noticed Wimbush in a group of men at Cedar Terrace 

Apartments and arrested him for drunk in public.  When Corporal Hawkins searched 

him, he discovered a stolen .45 caliber pistol in his waistband and $1,300 in counterfeit 

currency.  A crowd of bystanders interfered and tried to prevent the arrest, but 

Hawkins called for backup and was able to keep the crowd away from his prisoner. 

Wimbush was released on bond for these charges and became a person of interest in a 

number of subsequent shooting incidents throughout the city.  It was not until the tragic 

murder of Latoya Hubbard, an innocent bystander, on Ross Street on July 11th that we 

were able, with the help of the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office, to bring a major 

criminal charge of malicious wounding against Wimbush and an accomplice, 

DeAnthony McMoore.  I am hopeful that Wimbush’s arrest will bring an end to his 

spree of violent activities and the fear that he has inflicted on the citizens of Danville 

and particularly the residents of Ross Street. 

 

 The members of this task force have had phenomenal success in solving these crimes.  

All together they made 283 adult charges and 92 juvenile charges, for a grand total of 

375 criminal charges in the short space of just over four months.  They worked hard, 

they put in many hours, they worked around the clock, and they succeeded beyond all 



expectations.  Gentlemen, on behalf of the Danville Police Department and the citizens 

of Danville, thank you.  It is my privilege to present to each of you a Departmental 

Commendation recognizing your exceptional work on the task force.  Congratulations. 

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                         

At approximately 2:40 A. M. on 7-11-09, Danville Police responded to the 200 block of  

Ross St on an initial report of a shots fired call. Officers found a 30 year-old female and 

a 19 year-old male, both Danville residents suffering from gunshot wounds.  Fire and 

EMS also responded.  The victims were transported to the Danville Regional Medical 

Center for their injuries. The 30 year-old female, Latoya Hubbard, died as a result of her 

injuries.  The 19 year-old male was still being treated at the time of this release.  

Hubbard’s body will be taken to the Medical Examiner’s Office in Roanoke for an 

autopsy. On 7-15-09 Danville Police charged Tremon Antonio Wimbush age 19 of 

Danville with shooting the 19 year old male in this case. On 09-09-09 Danville Police 

have arrested DeAnthony Lamar McMoore age 20 of Danville in connection with the 

shooting. McMoore was charged with; Attempted Murder Attempted malicious 

wounding Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony, Possession of a Firearm as a 

Convicted Felon. He was held in the Danville City Jail under no bond. 

HOMICIDE ARREST IN 2008 CASE                                                                                                           

On 06-26-09 18-year-old Danville resident Travis Coleman Lewis was arrested and 

charged with first degree murder for his actions in the below described homicide of his 

mother Brenda Marie Lewis.                                                                                                 

(Note earlier release)                                                                                                                              

On 8-15-08 at 4:45 A.M., Danville police responded to the 700 block of Holland Road in 

reference to a reported stabbing. Police discovered Brenda Marie Lewis age 40 dead in 

the front yard of her residence. Lewis suffered from multiple apparent stab wounds. 

Lewis’ 17-year-old son was at the scene and also suffered from some non-life-

threatening stab wounds. Lewis’ body will be sent to the Roanoke Medical Examiner’s 

Office for autopsy. The 17-year-old son was transported to the Danville Regional 

Medical Center for treatment. 

MAN CHARGED WITH BURGLARIES                                                                                                 

On 05-31-09, at 2:07 AM Danville Police responded to an alarm at the Quick-N-Plenty 

convenience store, 563 Memorial Drive.  Officers found that the front glass had been 

broken out. The storeowner advised that a large amount of cigarettes were missing.  

The in-store video showed a white male wearing a grey hooded sweatshirt enters the 

store and take the items. The K-9 officer arrived and conducted a search.  Officers found 



Nicholas Scott Hooker age 18 of Danville hiding under some brush in the rear of a 

house in the 600 block of Ridge Street.  Hooker was charged with breaking and entering 

and petit larceny. Further investigation revealed that Hooker was involved in other 

burglaries in the City of Danville. On 6-4-09 Hooker was charged with the burglaries of 

Midtown Market on Chambers Street on May 3rd, and two burglaries of Professional 

Pharmacy on Watson Street on May 27th and May 29th. In all, Hooker was charged 

with four counts of burglary and four counts of larceny. 

HOME INVASION ARRESTS                                                                                                                          

On 5/31/09 at approximately 2:00 AM Danville Police received a call from the 500 block 

of Cedarbrook Drive that three white males had kicked open the front door and 

entered.  Once inside the house, the males assaulted the victim with handheld 

weapons.  The victim was transported to Danville Regional Medical Center and later 

transferred to Roanoke for head trauma.  All three suspects were identified and 

charged.  On 6-1-09, Danville Police arrested Ronnie Wayne Pruitt age 26 and Timothy 

Gordon Wilson age 27 both of Pelham with aggravated malicioius wounding and 

burglary. Later in the evening, the third suspect in this case turned himself in at the 

Danville Police Department.  John Lindsey Pruitt, age 27,of Pelham, North Carolina was 

arrested on warrants for aggravated malicious wounding and burglary. 

MOST WANTED CAPTURED                                                                                                        

Santana Wimbush, a fugitive from Danville for over two years was captured on 6-1-09 

in Rockingham County, North Carolina. He has been featured as one of Danville's Most 

Wanted since February of 2007 for his involvement in a shooting incident at Eli's Bar 

and Grill on South Ridge Street in Danville which left a Danville man paralyzed. He 

was captured as the result of a team effort which paired the U.S. Marshals and the 

Rockingham County Sheriff's Office. Wimbush is currently incarcerated in Wentworth 

pending extradtion proceedings.   He faces charges of malicious wounding, use of a 

firearm during the commission of a felony, and discharging a firearm a firearm in a 

public place. 

ROBBERY ARREST                                                                                                                                   

On April 17, 2009 at approximately 4:02AM, Danville Police responded to the 400 block 

of Richmond Avenue. Ten citizens inside the residence reported that two males 

knocked on the door, then entered. The two men demanded money and jewelry from 

the people inside.  Initial reports indicated that both men were armed. The investigation 

has revealed that only one of the suspects had a weapon while the other collected 

money from the people inside. One of the citizens assaulted one of the suspects who 

had a gun causing him to drop his firearm. The suspect quickly retrieved his firearm 

and fled the scene with his criminal counterpart. Some of the victims inside the 



residence chased after the suspects, but were not able to catch them. One suspect was 

described as a light skinned black male with whiskers, 5'8" to 5'10" wearing a dark shirt 

and blue jeans. The other suspect was black male, heavy build, 5'8" to 5'10" wearing a 

gold hooded sweatshirt. The suspects left the scene with an undisclosed amount of 

money and assorted jewelry. No one was injured in the incident. On 4-27-09, Danville 

Police arrested Domanic Jonzell Jones age 28 of Danville on charges of: Robbery, Use of 

a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony, and Possession of a Firearm by a Felon.  

SHOOTING                                                                                                                                                

On 3-31-09 at approximately 8:50PM, Danville Police were dispatched to the 

intersection of Baugh Street and Oxford Street in reference to a report of a shooting 

victim. When police arrived they discovered a male victim suffering from a gunshot 

wound. While police were on the scene investigating the shooting, police were notified 

that a second male victim had arrived at the Danville Regional Medical Center suffering 

from a gunshot wound. While police were interviewing the second victim, a third male 

victim suffering from a gunshot wound arrived at the Danville Regional Medical 

Center. Two of the victims were treated for their injuries and released, one victim was 

transported to the University Of Virginia Medical Center. The status of the victim at 

UVA was critical. Police have determined that the shooting victims were all involved 

in the same incident. Danville Police have charged a 17 year old male with two counts 

of malicious wounding and one count of use of a firearm during the commission of a 

felony. His name and photograph were not released due to his age.  

HOMICIDE                                                                                                                                                    

On 3-18-09 at 1:10AM, the Danville Police Department, the Danville Fire Department, 

and the Danville Life Saving Crew were called to the 400 block of Richardson Street 

with reference to a shooting. Responding officers found a man and a woman who were 

both suffering from apparent gunshot wounds. The man was pronounced dead at the 

scene, and the woman who was severely injured was transported to the hospital. The 

identity of the male victim was determined to be Troy Lee Martin age 41 of Danville. 

The female's identity was not revealed because she was still a live victim. There was a 

10 year old juvenile in the house at the time of the incident. The juvenile was unharmed 

in the incident. 

OPERATION SPRING CLEANING                                                                           

"Operation Spring Cleaning" was organized as a drug interdiction operation. The 

operation targeted street level drug dealers and netted several charges and 

seizures. Operation Spring Cleaning was comprised of law enforcement officers from 

the Danville Police Department, Pittsylvania County Sheriff's Office, Virginia State 

Police, Alcoholic Beverage Control, Danville/Pittsylvania County/ Virginia State Police 



Drug Task Force, and the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and Explosives. The 

operation began on Thursday and ended early Sunday morning. Resulting in 34 

Criminal and 88 Traffic arrests. Additionally, four search warrants were served for 

narcotics and alcohol during the operation. As a result of the search warrants, 

marijuana weighing approximately 118 grams, several rocks of crack cocaine, $2010.00 

in cash and six handguns were seized. A large amount of alcohol which was being 

resold for a profit by the occupants was also seized from a house in the 900 block of 

Stokes Street. Approximately 93 bottles of beer and 18 bottles of assorted distilled spirits 

were seized.  

BURGLARY ARREST                                                                                                                                        

On January 17, 2009 during the nighttime hours, the PAK Supermarket on Westover 

Drive was burglarized. The cash register containing an undisclosed amount of money 

was taken from the business. Danville Police Investigators developed two suspects in 

the case.  On 3-3-09, police charged Matthew Wilson Jordan age19 of Chatham with 

breaking and entering and grand larceny. 

HOME INVASION SUSPECT ARRESTED                                                                                   

On October 9, 2008 at approximately 10:45 P.M., Danville Police responded to a report 

of a home invasion on Kemper Road.  Two Danville residents reported at 11:25 PM 

three unknown subjects were knocking on the front door yelling "police" as they kicked 

in the door. Two suspects were wearing gray hoodies and one was wearing a white t-

shirt, all three had on ski masks.  The tallest suspect was armed with a handgun. One of 

the residents went to the front door armed with a handgun.  The suspect fired at the 

house and the armed resident returned fire at the suspect.  One bullet entered the 

house. Officers checked the area and there was no reported damage to any other house 

on the street.  Nothing was taken and there were no injuries in this incident. On 2-20-09, 

police arrested Cody Detrick White age 27 of Danville in connection with the incident. 

White was charged with: Breaking and Entering use of a Firearm during the 

Commission of a Felony and Wearing a Mask in the Commission of a Felony. 

ROBBERY                                                                                                                                       

On 1-20-09 at approximately 7:17pm, officers were dispatched to the Fas Mart, 602 

Arnett Boulevard, in reference to an armed robbery.  The clerk reported that she was 

robbed by three males, one armed with a handgun.  The suspects fled the scene on foot.  

A responding K-9 officer started a track and located 19 year old Damarcus Andrew 

Peatross of Danville hiding under a shed behind houses in the 100 block of Guilford 

Street.  Peatross was apprehended and charged with armed robbery and use of a 

firearm in commission of a robbery.  The other two suspects were described as short 

black males, wearing dark clothing and having their faces covered. 



 

TRAFFIC FATALITY                                                                                                                  

On January 11, 2009, at approximately 9:55PM, Danville Police responded along with 

the Danville Fire Department and the Danville Life Saving Crew to the median area in 

the 2800 block of Riverside Drive in reference to a traffic accident. Responding officers 

found that a 2005 Chevrolet Corvette had left the roadway and struck a tree in the 

grassy median area. The initial investigation revealed that the Corvette had been driven 

by Charles Wayne Barnett Jr. age 38 of Pittsylvania County. The passenger in the 

vehicle, Thomas Gardner Ford age 38 of Pittsylvania County was killed as a result of 

injuries he sustained in the accident. Barnett was also transported to the Danville 

Regional Medical Center where he was treated for non life threatening injuries. On 3-4-

09, a grand jury handed down indictments against Barnett for involuntary 

manslaughter and D.U.I. Barnett turned himself in to police and was taken to the 

Danville City Jail and released on $25,000.00 bond. 

HOMICIDE ARREST FOR 2008 CASE                                                                                     

On December 27th, 2008, at approximately 2:17AM the Danville Emergency Operations 

Center received a 911 call in reference to shots fired at the IHOP Restaurant on 

Westover Drive. Shortly after the initial call, another call was received that a  male had 

been shot and was lying in the parking lot at IHOP. Police responded and found an 

unresponsive man lying in the parking lot with multiple gunshot wounds to his body.  

Tyrone Smith age 23 of Danville was pronounced dead at the scene.  Another male,  

identified as  Travoris Deaundre Howerton age 23 of Pittsylvania County was wounded 

in the incident and was treated at the hospital with a non-life threatening gunshot 

wound. On 1-06-09, a grand jury handed down indictments for 1st degree murder and 

use of a firearm in the commission of a felony against Howerton. Howerton was 

arrested by members of the Danville Police Department and the Pittsylvania County 

Sheriff's Office without incident. He was held in the Danville City Jail under no bond. 

 



Five Year Calls For Service (CFS) Trend
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CFS Type 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005
Shoplifting 907 602 585 373 406

Gas theft 109 251 265 229 395
Mal. Dam. 1895 1594 1465 1587 1522
Drug Act. 1159 588 638 670 542
DIP 712 392 341 323 278
Loitering 352 245 307 160 104
Weapon Off. 671 235 182 99 107
Shots Fired 1636 807 697 545 438
Disorderly 3593 1604 1366 1313 882
Disorderly(Pr) 646 382 514 524 960
Animal Comp. 4710 3282 3773 2815 3953
Noise Dist. 1564 1302 1276 1317 1422
Alarm 6956 4370 4125 3927 3907
Lost & Found 212 208 200 145 108
Missing Person 198 99 128 137 123
Missing Juvenile 332 212 198 270 225
Assistance RS 1974 1607 1546 1742 1622
Assistance PS 5893 4040 4932 5262 6099
Funeral Escort 720 566 601 622 668
Susp. Person 3718 2203 2016 1688 1439
Susp. Vehicle 1294 1060 929 755 640
Aban. Vehicle 341 303 359 329 350
Reckless Drvg. 809 643 586 454 261
MVA  2235 1588 1618 1674 1876
MVA ‐ Injury 867 359 365 372 367
Fight 1762 661 642 614 580
Parking Viol. 410 404 491 560 565
T ffi Oth 1281 1149 1237 1039 1004
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2009 Calls For Service

Gas theft Mal. Dam. Drug Act. DIP Loitering Weapon Off.

Shots Fired Disorderly Disorderly(Pr) Animal Comp. Noise Dist. Alarm

Lost & Found Missing Person Missing Juvenile Assistance RS Assistance PS Funeral Escort

Susp. Person Susp. Vehicle Aban. Vehicle Reckless Drvg. MVA  MVA ‐ Injury

Fight Parking Viol. Traffic ‐ Other Prowler Traffic ‐ Stop Domestic Viol.

Special Assign. 911 Hang‐up Flagged / Assist Well Being Chk ECO All Other CFS's

Traffic ‐ Other 1281 1149 1237 1039 1004
Prowler 830 301 290 185 211
Traffic ‐ Stop 18652 10886 9787 10923 8263
Domestic Viol. 3256 1446 1518 1500 1336
Special Assign. 1208 1346 2621 2415 2023
911 Hang‐up 4704 4306 3158 3479 1560
Flagged / Assist 319 258 295 301 320
Well Being Chk 1173 755 733 621 578
ECO 641 276 276 240 192
All Other CFS's 11233 35310 33865 32727 32732
Grand Totals 88,972 86,845 84,095 83,280 78,479
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Ten Year Index Crime Trends 



 
 

2009 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 
Index Offenses Number Crime Rate

Murder 8 16.52
Rape 9 18.59
Robbery 76 156.98
Aggravated Assault 80 165.25
Burglary 519 1072.07
Larceny 1646 3400.05
Motor Vehicle Theft 80 165.25
Arson 13 26.85
Total 2,431 5021.58

 
Accidents 1,116
Calls For Services 88,972

 

2008 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 
Index Offenses Number Crime Rate

Murder 10 18.59
Rape 7 15.50
Robbery 110 243.62
Aggravated Assault 109 241.41
Burglary 509 1127.30
Larceny 2,106 4664.25
Motor Vehicle Theft 103 228.12
Arson 12 26.58
Total 2,966 6566.71

 
Accidents 1,192
Calls For Services 86,845  

 
 
2007 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 5 10.94
Rape 9 18.59
Robbery 96 210.07
Aggravated Assault 86 188.18
Burglary 552 1207.88
Larceny 1782 3899.34
Motor Vehicle Theft 112 245.08
Arson 19 41.58
Total 2,656 5811.82

 
Accidents 1,276
Calls For Services 84,095
 

 
 
 

 



2006 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 
Index Offenses Number Crime Rate

Murder 4 10.33
Rape 5 10.33
Robbery 76 156.99
Aggravated Assault 102 210.7
Burglary 436 900.62
Larceny 1612 3329.82
Motor Vehicle Theft 130 268.53
Arson 13 26.85
Total 2,379 4914.17

 
Accidents 1,280
Calls For Services 83,280

 
2005 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES  

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 8 16.52
Rape 15 30.98
Robbery 134 276.8
Aggravated Assault 157 324.31
Burglary 365 753.96
Larceny 1798 3714.03
Motor Vehicle Theft 145 299.52
Arson 18 37.18
Total 2,640 5453.31

 
Accidents 1,586
Calls For Services 78,479

 
 
 
 
 
2004 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 4 8.26
Rape 26 53.71
Robbery 106 218.96
Aggravated Assaults 193 398.67
Burglary 318 656.88
Larceny 1,876 3875.15
Motor Vehicle Theft 140 289.19
Arson 19 39.25
Total 2,682 5540.26

 
Accidents 1,997
Calls For Services 77,758

 
 
 
 



2003 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 
Index Offenses Number Crime Rate

Murder 4 8.26
Rape 28 57.84
Robbery 78 161.12
Aggravated Assaults 171 353.23
Burglary 322 665.14
Larceny 1,833 3786.33
Motor Vehicle Theft 163 336.7
Arson 15 30.98
Total 2,614 5399.6

 
Accidents 2,264
Calls For Services 78,185

 
2002 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 7 14.46
Rape 16 33.05
Robbery 91 187.97
Aggravated Assaults 232 479.23
Burglary 343 708.52
Larceny 1870 3862.76
Motor Vehicle Theft 122 252.01
Arson 21 43.38
Total 2702 5581.38

 
Accidents 1,862
Calls For Services 79,790

 
 
2001CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES 

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 4 8.26
Rape 22 45.44
Robbery 101 208.63
Aggravated Assaults 220 454.44
Burglary 347 716.78
Larceny 1980 4089.98
Motor Vehicle Theft 159 328.44
Arson 20 41.31
Total 2853 5893.29

 
Accidents 1,695
Calls For Services 85,974

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2000 CRIME INDEX OF OFFENSES  

Index Offenses Number Crime Rate
Murder 10 20.66
Rape 19 39.25
Robbery 97 200.37
Aggravated Assaults 176 363.55
Burglary 362 747.76
Larceny 2177 4496.91
Motor Vehicle Theft 149 307.78
Arson 13 26.85
Total 3003 6203.14

 
Accidents 1,719
Calls For Services 88,191
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 



#1 412 PINEY FOREST RD / PARKER RD

#2 501 PIEDMONT DR / WESTOVER DR

#3 600 PINEY FOREST RD / AUDUBON DR/

#4 2902 RIVERSIDE DR / MT CROSS RD

#5 4040 RIVERSIDE DR / PIEDMONT DR

#6 2728 RIVERSIDE DR / PINEY FOREST RD

#7 3426 RIVERSIDE DR/ RIVERVIEW DR

#8 1414 SOUTH BOSTON RD / KENTUCK RD

#9 PIEDMONT DR / MEMORIAL DR

#10 10 SANDY CT  / PIEDMONT DR

#10 100 WOODING AVE / W MAIN ST

#10 DANVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 2009 Total

DPD Ten Year Crash Trend Totals

 T  Offi  F  T ffi  Cit ti

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

1,719 1,695 1,862
2,264 1,997 1,586 1,280 1,276 1,192 1,116

2009 Top Officers For Traffic Citations

Ranking FIRST  QUARTER SECOND  QUARTER THIRD  QUARTER FOURTH  QUARTER

#1 D. AUSTIN 134 J. FOSTER 145 D. LANCASTER  196 J. WALCOTT 192

#2 T. PIERCE 119 J.R. GARRETT  101 J. FOSTER 142 J. FOSTER 142

#3 J WILLIAMS 101 D LANCASTER 80 D AUSTIN 113 D LANCASTER 137#3 J. WILLIAMS 101 D. LANCASTER 80 D. AUSTIN 113 D. LANCASTER  137

#4 J.R.GARRETT  84 J. WILLIAMS 79 J. WALCOTT 105 B. SOSSOMAN  117

#5 R. CHIVVIS 70 T. PIERCE 74 A. HARN 100 N. ROACH 103

#6 E. KEARNS  66 E. KEARNS 70 J.R. GARRETT  98 R. MCCORMICK 94

#7 L. LAND  61 N. ROACH 62 D. LEWIS 80 A. HARN  83

#8 R. WARK 59 A. HARN 60 J. WILLIAMS 77 E. KEARNS  81

#9 K. SHACKETT 57 B. JONES 57 J. NASH 74 J.R.GARRETT  79

#10 D. EPPS 56 B. SOSSOMAN 57 M. GIBBS 74 J. NASH 72

#10 J. GARRETT 56

9,721

DPD Ten Year Citation Trend

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

9,725
9,442 8,324 6,970

5,250 5,348
7,310 6,852

7,726



2009 Top Officers In Total Criminal Arrests
FIRST QUARTER SECOND QUARTER THIRD QUARTER FOURTH QUARTER

#1 J.R. GARRETT 41 J. FOSTER 76 D. LEWIS 75 D. LEWIS 31
#2 J.GODFREY 39 J. WILLIAMS 60 J. FOSTER 64 J.R. GARRETT  30
#3 B. MITCHEM 39 D. LEWIS 45 D. LANCASTER 55 B. SOSSOMAN 27
#4 F HUDGINS 38 J. GODFREY 44 J.R. GARRETT  49 E. KEARNS 27
#5 J. WILLIAMS 36 J. GARRETT 44 K. HARDIN 48 J. WILLIAMS  27
#6 T. PIERCE 31 J. THORNTON 43 J. THORNTON 47 J. PULLEY 26
#7 M. SMITH 29 D. EPPS 42 J. WEST 45 T. TAYLOR 24
#8 C. JACKSON 29 M. SMITH 40 J. FROST 42 M. SMITH 22
#9 R. WARK 29 T. PIERCE 40 J. SIMMONS 41 D.LANCASTER  22
#10 D. EPPS 27 F. HUDGINS 40 S. LUCK  41 C. JACKSON 21
#10 A. NORRIS 27 M. GIBBS 40

DPD Ten Year Arrest Trend Totals

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

7,471 8,092 7,965 8,030 6,528 6,799 6,874 7,088 7,159 5,761

2009 Top Officers for Drug Arrests

EPPS, DANIEL  21
SOSSOMAN, BERRY 20
KEARNS, EUGENE 20
LEWIS, DANNY  15
GODFREY, JIMMY 14
WILLIAMS, JEREMY  14
PACE, MISTY  12
GAGNON, CLARK  12

DPD Ten Year Drug Arrest Trend

SIMMONS, JAMES  12
ROACH, NATHAN 12

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

414
267

409
321 315

412 391
482 428 487



Nine Year Incident Report Trend
Year Total
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Nine Year Citation Trend

Year Total
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Nine Year Warrant Trend 
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Nine Year Accident Trend

Year Total
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Nine Year Parking Ticket Trend 
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Investigate a Career Opportunity

The City of Danville Police DepartmentThe City of Danville Police Department
P O Box 3300, Danville, Virginia 24543

Call a Police Recruiter at :

434-799-6520

Or Visit Us On The Web At:

www danville va gov/departments/policewww.danville-va.gov/departments/police
Police Department Contact Information
• Emergency 911
• Non-Emergency 434-799-5111g y
• Duty Officer 434-799-6510
• Chief of Police 434-799-6515
• Community Police 434-799-5212
• Crime Scene                          434-799-6519
• Crime Prevention 434-797-8898
• Investigations Division 434-799-6508
• Special Investigations   434-799-5188
• Services 434-799-6505

R d 434 799 6522• Records 434-799-6522
• Public Information 434-799-6522     
• Crime Stoppers 434-793-0000     
• Animal Control 434-548-3017
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